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A window connects the inside with the outside. Hai'an Road, once the
gateway to Tainan's Old Five Channels district, serves as a window
connecting Taiwan and the world. These LED screens function as two
windows showcasing the landscape of Verse U, a virtual mirror city. It
blends elements of Tainan City and the streetscape of Hai‘an Road with
the region's rich history spanning four centuries and its contemporary
essence. By scanning the QR code provided, viewers can create a personal
virtual avatar on their smart phones and upload it to this digital landscape
for a real-time interaction with other characters, fostering a new form of
human connection!
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Exhibition Information
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* The waterfront artworks will be exhibited until
July 13, 2025. The artworks on Hai'an Road will be
exhibited until 2026.

E%"‘*iﬂsﬂﬁ Location

EIERIR Street Furniture

Py

. SBEIEREIEM Vent Tower Installation Artworks
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Hai‘an Rd., West Central Dist.,
Tainan City (Fucian Rd. To Manzu Rd.)
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The west side of The Spring
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Wells, acting as connectors between surface and underground realms, hold
historical significance as crucial water sources and are steeped in mystery.
Older generations in Tainan share tales of a secret passage that connects from
the ancient well at Chikan Tower to Anping; in the Old Five Channels district,
a half moon well situated in front of Hai'an Temple, during the Dragon Boat
Festival believers would draw “noon water” to ward off illnesses and seek
blessings. The artist reimagined the Half Moon Well, transforming it into a
piece of street furniture, symbolizing the coexistence of past and present
while serving as a portal between the real and virtual worlds. Through
scanning the QR code provided, viewers can create a virtual avatars to
navigate through Verse U and interact with others.
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The West Central district of Tainan with it's houses, temples, streets and
lifestyle, were built and developed thanks to Wutiao (five ports). Urban
planning and river sedimentation have created the modern West Central
district. The juxtaposition of the canals and streets are presented in the
work. Haian Road is pictured as the central pavement. Sounds of
traditional parades, Taiwanese electric flower cars, Peikuan music and
temple-inspired kaleidoscopes present people with the heritage of this
area. People can interact with the work and better understand the
relationship between local history and geographical changes.
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This artwork draws inspiration from the meandering waterways of Anhai
Port, situated at the southernmost tip of the historic Old Five Channels.
Harnessing the abundance of natural resources from Tainan's lush
mountains and bountiful seas, the artist encapsulates the essence of the
local landscape and its produce in five vibrant and exuberant hues: the
golden yellow of Yujing Mango, the verdant green of Madou Pomelo, the
azure blue representing the Old Five Channels, the rosy pink reminiscent of
Jingzhaijiao fish pond, and the regal purple of Guantian's Water Chestnut.
These colors mirror the diverse cultural tapestry of the ancient city and its
genial hospitality, infusing a joyous ambiance into people’s interactions.
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Hai'an Road once lay submerged beneath the waters of the Taijiang
Inland Sea. Over four centuries, the tides receded, yet the area remains
bustling with a constant stream of people and vehicles. The artist employs
cascading light to conjure the essence of water, weaving together notions
of "ocean currents”, "river flows", "human traffic" and “vehicular
movement” into a circular installation. Through skillful gradation
techniques, a spatial tableau emerges. By day, it shifts with the natural
light, while by night, the luminescent flow perpetually cycles, as if
traversing boundless realms of time and space, imparting a magical aura
to the surroundings and igniting boundless imagination.
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The artist has used relevant materials to create artworks and bring them
to Haian Road to help people understand the history of Haian. Cables,
often hidden, connect private living spaces and public spaces. The artist
used wire, rolled into five layers of concentric spheres. The work is
installed between two ventilation towers so that people can feel the

weight of the“memory ball”.
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Four centuries ago, this area was part of the vast Taijiang Inland Sea, yet
today Hai'an Road pulsates with vibrant shops and bustling crowds. This
artwork channels the essence of the sea through its stainless steel seats,
meticulously hand-polished to a silky texture reminiscent of the majestic
trees that once adorned the shores of the inland sea. The imagery of the
free flowing water, pays homage to the hydrographic legacy of Hai'an
Road, encapsulating four centuries of Tainan's rich history. It invites
passershy to linger upon this water-like imagery, offering a moment to
bask in the beauty of bygone eras intertwined with the present.
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One of the biggest differences between a classical sculpture and a
contemporary sculpture lies in the existence of a base. The artist tries to
compare and contrast a ventilation tower to a classical sculpture. The
cement base of the ventilation tower appears to be removed in the mirror
image so that the ventilation tower is seemingly floating in the air.
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Light tubes emitting different colors are arranged as a fence, dividing real
and virtual spaces. The color of the light fence changes and creates
optical illusions, symbolizing a variety of local industries as well as the

vitality and culture of Sakariba.
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In Taiwanese folk traditions, "Xie Lan" baskets are commonly used as
containers for festive gifts during celebrations. The theme of this creation
is "Xie Lan." The Xie Lan basket features auspicious patterns of bats, deer,
and cranes, symbolizing "fortune, prosperity, and longevity." This
connotation makes it more relatable, and the overall design is elegant
and suitable for festive occasions.
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The term "khai-kang" (which translates as "to chat" in Taiwanese) not only
commemorates the historic opening of Tainan's harbors but also
immerses visitors in a captivating experience. Seated on these bollard
shaped seats, visitors are transported as if they are embarking on a sea
voyage, traversing through the annals of time and embarking on a
journey that resurrects four centuries of history. Moreover, as the seats
rotate, they trigger pneumatic switches that emit ship horns, orchestrating
a melodic tune. This artistic installation interacts with its audience,
captivating passershy, the surrounding environment, and the essence of
the city itself in a vibrant dialogue with history.
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The work transforms the sound of cars and chattering human voices into
light and sound shows. The noises of a crowded market are simulated. In
addition to hourly light shows, real-time weather and other sounds are
simulated by computers. Music is played to reflect the atmosphere of a
rainy day and a lively night. The sound of the music is constant, just like a
two-year long symphony.
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The term "ldng-kheh" translates as "guest" in Taiwanese. Positioned at the
back side of the ventilation tower, two seats crafted in the shape of a
bollard are installed. Upon sitting, visitors activate air pressure
mechanisms that emit sounds, harmonizing with the installation "Come,
take a seat" nearby. This arrangement invites visitors to envision the vibrant
hustle and bustle of ships and commerce that once animated the dock area
of the Old Five Channels. The engagement of guests serves as the most

enchanting facet of this artwork, infusing it with life and meaning.
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Events are staged along the lively Haian Road throughout the whole day.
People can sit on street furniture designed by artists. Neatly arranged LED
light bulbs emit soft lights that connect the spaces across the city.
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Over the span of four centuries, water has always been a constant in
Tainan, water has remained an enduring presence in Tainan, bridging the
gap between past and present across time and space: the Taijiang Inland
Sea transformed into land, upon which the old five channels were
excavated, gradually evolving into streets. "The Spring" Square, once the
location of an idle building, reintroduced water into its surroundings. This
monumental waterfall emerges unexpectedly, a marvel amidst the
cityscape. ( Indeed, isn't the profound transformation of urban landscapes
a miracle in itself?). This perpetual source of "living water" offers a
whimsical disruption in time and space, prompting profound introspection
while embodying the flux and constants of Tainan's 400-year narrative.
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Pronounced as kau-lé-soo, the name of the work refers to “adequately
courteous”. Traditional wedding ceremonies, especially those held in
Tainan, involve many rituals and acts of courtesy. The work is presented
as a traditional gift basket. The Chinese character referring to celebration
shows the changes of the engagement ceremony over three generations -
from the time when a car of dowries are required to nowadays.
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Sailing Castle Hai’an, this artwork metamorphoses the urban expanse
into a fleet of majestic ships adrift upon the sea, erected adjacent to the
remnants of a shipyard dating back to the Japanese colonial era. Crafted
with sturdy wood, it features a series of staggered sails that embody the
architectural essence of Tainan spanning four centuries. It appears as
though a multitude of vessels have congregated along the waterfront,
their sails billowing in the breeze, poised for departure or awaiting safe
return. This place acts as a central point for coming together and
reconnecting, a haven to explore and reminisce about the shared
memories of the city. Step aboard, set the sails, face the winds, head out
to the boundless expanse of the sea; we depart, we return.
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The story of the city begins here
Traveling through Tainan for 400 years

Through storytelling, memories accumulate;
Every enchanting city holds millions of tales
Once upon a time... Marks the beginning of history's

continuation and the accumulation of life in a beautiful city.

The main exhibition hall of the “ Hai’an Street Museum of
art” is located along the central axis of Hai’an Road, serving
as the starting point for the flourishing stories of the old
capital. The Old Five Channels where it resides, is the most
captivating narrative axis, allowing tales of Tainan to unfold
endlessly across time and space in a 360-degree panorama.

This expansion infused with river and harbor elements,
guides visitor along the main storyline of the city through
sail shadows, ship whistles, and hydrology. It leads them
from the alleyways and ancient wells into Tainan's unique
slow-paced lifestyle; then from Hai‘an Road towards the
canal, outlining the city's future trajectory. The exhibition
locations of artworks stretch from the reclaimed Hai'an Road
to “The Spring” Square and Daliang Ecological Park, both of
which are adjacent to the riverside. People's footsteps and
perspectives can transition from historical water sites to the
actual riverside alongside the artworks.

The 2024 "Hai'an Street Museum of art " features artworks
that serve both as daytime installation art and nighttime
sound and light art, incorporating new media art and more
interactive elements. This enriches the city's artistic
experience with great amusement, echoing Tainan's rich
sense of warm interpersonal interaction. People from
different eras living in the same urban space thus encounter

each other joyfully at the "Hai'an Street Museum of art.”
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Roosters have always played the role of time-keeper in agricultural
societies, famously punctual at announcing the dawn. However, with the
changing landscape of society, the faithful rooster has become an
uncommon sight. Yet to this day it remains in our memories, an iconic
symbol of the dawning of a new day.
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In the past, the Tainan Inner Sea was intertwined with five harbors by
land and water routes. Nowadays, Hai'an Road, where people and
vehicles intermingle, bears the traces of various historical developments
hidden within the city. This artwork utilizes wave patterns overlaid with
silhouettes of different historical skylines, creating a illusionary effect
with the metal grids. As people and vehicles pass by, it presents a

somewhat elusive appearance on this path leading toward the future.
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Flowing time, spinning city. A colorful carousel constructed from building
blocks revives the exuberant childhood memories, serving as the
narrative’s starting point. Certainly: "With rotating lights projecting
images of the city, hovering above, they seamlessly integrate with a block
wall adorned with segments from a Qing dynasty map of Tainan titled 'City
Fortress Map.”" This melding of different temporal and spatial light
variations layers over one another, immersing visitors in the diverse
narrative atmospheres of Tainan’s historical city.
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The Five Ports welcomed boats and saw them off in the past. This work
draws on the shape and concept of a lighthouse as the core element in
designing a piece of street furniture. The helix of diagonal stripes of red
and white draw the attention of people from far away, just like an
old-fashioned barber shop pole. The lighthouse is installed right next to
the ventilation tower, which is ornamented with cloud and sea elements.
The light dims and shines just like breath, creating a welcoming and
warm atmosphere.
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This artwork abstracts the characters of Japanese animation into colorful
concentric circles, flying freely on the broomstick over the Hai‘an Road
alongside the black-faced spoonbills of the Taijiang area. It illustrates the
main character’s courage in life and her independent spirit as she forges
her own path, paired with the flowing imagery of night lights. This
conveys the enduring vitality of Tainan, an ancient cultural city that has
evolved continuously over four centuries, and the bold dreams its people
have dared to pursue.
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This installation features seats around a floral platform designed with a
ripple effect to represent the hydrology of Tainan’s wetlands. Above,
abstract figures of the characters of Japanese animation, along with flying
black-faced spoonbills, begin their journey from these wetlands, traveling
through time from the past and present of Hai'an Road into the future.
This dynamic and imaginative surreal wetland landscape flows and
evolves in every corner of Tainan......
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